April 1, 2026

Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Board of Registration in Midwifery
Chairperson Rebecca Herman

250 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108

Re: 274 CMR 3.00: Licensed Certified Professional Midwife Licensure Requirements

Dear Chair Herman and members of the board,

On behalf of the National Association of Certified Professional Midwives, we appreciate the
opportunity to comment on the proposed regulation 274 CMR 3.00: Licensed Certified
Professional Midwife Licensure Requirements. We are writing to express our strong support
of the regulation which will grant licenses to Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) in
Massachusetts and meaningfully expand access to midwifery care in the state. The 2024
omnibus bill passed by your legislature is a groundbreaking example of state commitment to the
integration of community midwifery care. We are thrilled to see the implementation of this
legislation advancing.

As you know, CPMs are highly skilled perinatal healthcare providers whose scope of practice
includes all routine sexual and reproductive healthcare including gynecologic, prenatal,
intrapartum, and postpartum care, as well as care of the newborn'. This model increases rates
of uncomplicated physiologic delivery, breastfeeding, and satisfaction, while decreasing rates of
preterm birth, low birth weight, and cesareans. By reducing unnecessary interventions and
NICU admissions, midwifery care significantly lowers healthcare costs.2 The American
Association of Birth Centers conducted an analysis modeling the difference in outcomes by
comparing one birth center to their local hospital for 100 births. The cost savings was more
than $2.9 million3.

The implementation of this policy has the potential to meaningfully improve outcomes for
Massachusetts families, increase perinatal workforce utilization, and achieve considerable cost
savings for payors. Thank you for your leadership on midwifery access and integration.

Respectfully,

s

Cassaundra Jah
Executive Director
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